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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
To tlic Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled: 
The trustees of the State Library make this their twenty-first report for the 
year ending November 30, 1930, under the provisions of Chapter 6, Section 37 
of the General Laws.
Professor Charles 1. Copeland, who was first appointed a trustee August ‘28, 
1918. was reappointed June 1. 1930. and has entered upon his fifth term of service 
to the library and the Commonwealth.
The library is a storehouse of books and pamphlets on government and public 
affairs, and was established primarily as a reference library for state officials, 
members of the General Court and others concerned with or interested in the prob­
lems of government and the public welfare. It now contains over 500,000 books 
and pamphlets and was not only one of the earliest but is one of the largest of the 
state reference libraries in the United States, and possesses perhaps the largest and 
most complete collection of public documents to be found in any state of the 
Union.
Included in the library besides general literature on matters of government are 
the laws and judicial decisions, legislative public documents of the United States 
and the several states and territories, and the journals and debates of the Consti­
tutional Conventions; the laws and reports of judicial decisions of Great liritain. 
her colonies and dependencies, and the statute law of other civilized countries. 
The sets of the parliamentary blue books, debates and journals of Great Britain, 
the Dominion of Canada and the Canadian Provinces, Australia and New Zealand 
are very complete; and the library also contains the parliamentary debates and 
reports of the Irish Free State and the government of North Ireland since 1922. 
An Australian visiting the library recently, intimated that the Australian collection 
was as complete as any collection in Australia.
The library contains a very complete collection of material relating to New 
England and especially to Massachusetts as colony, province and commonwealth, 
on such subjects as history, biography and genealogy, including town reports, 
maps and newspapers.
The books in the library on miscellaneous subjects include works relating to 
social and political science, finance, taxation and banking, agriculture and horti­
culture, pedagogy and education, penology, charities, social reform, state indus­
tries and civic development and betterment. The library also contains standard 
histories and collections relating to the social and political development of other 
states and countries, and important biographies, together with a good working 
library of reference books such as encyclopaedias, dictionaries, gazetteers, atlases 
and directories: and indexes and guides to the use of books in the fields of state 
and political activities that have been referred to.
It is doubtful if many outside the State House know of the character of the 
library and what it contains and provides for, although it is hoped that the exhibit 
made in connection with the recent Tercentenary Celebration and the descriptive 
pamphlet which was distributed at the time, referred to in the report of the libra­
rian, may have served to inform more of our people.
It is ever the purpose of the trustees and of the librarian to make the collections 
of the library more complete and the service rendered more efficient. The library 
is, however, very much cramped for room, but it is believed that when its value 
and need become more generally known the means will be found for providing 
more adequate quarters, to insure better protection for the possessions of the 
library and to improve its facilities and extend its usefulness.
(  h a s . H .  T a y l o r  
C . T. C o p e l a n d  
F i t z - H e n r y  S m i t h , J r .
4 P. D, 3
LIBRARIAN’S REPORT
To the Board of Trustees:
The report of the librarian for the year ending November 30, 1930, is herewith 
submitted.
The outstanding event of the library this year was the preparation and plan­
ning, in co-operation with the other state departments, for a Tercentenary Exhibit 
which was shown at the Eastern States Exposition in Springfield for one week, 
and at the Commonwealth Armory in Boston for two weeks. This exhibit con­
sisted of posters and facsimiles of rare books in the library. A pamphlet giving 
the function and scope of the library was printed especially for the exhibit and more 
than 9,000 copies were distributed. From this exhibit we are confident that 
thousands of people who never knew that such a library existed were enlightened 
and interested in the work of the library and its collections.
During the 1930 session of the Legislature a resolve was passed which provided 
for a special recess commission to study and report upon accommodations and 
facilities for housing the Supreme Judicial Court, the Land Court and the State 
Library. The librarian was appointed a member of this commission and a report 
has been presented to the 1931 Legislature which states that after careful exam­
ination and consideration they have found that the lot of land suggested for such 
a building would be entirely inadequate to take care of the various departments 
mentioned in the resolve and that it would not take care of the future growth of 
such departments.
The librarian attended the meeting of the Northeastern Library Association 
which was held in Swampscott in June. He was appointed by the American 
Library Association at their meeting in Los Angeles, California, a member of a 
committee to prepare a supplement to the Handlist of American Statute Law, 
which was published in 1911. He was also appointed by the American Library 
Association as a member of the Federal Relations Committee.
C a t a l o g u e
Our aim during the past year has been to complete two main groups of books; 
one, the collection on universities and colleges, v'hich brings to completion the 
whole subject of education; the other, to represent in the new catalogue the col­
lective biography, with analytics to make this extensive collection available. 
These two goals have been reached.
The output of the catalogue department has been up to its average with 1,500 
more analytic cards made than usual, and the following subjects, besides those 
already mentioned, completed: State reports on mines and mining; metallurgy; 
State engineer’s reports; reports of boards of registration of engineers, surveyors, 
etc., and publications of engineering societies. In the case of state reports missing 
ones were secured if possible, and if not received they were checked as in the sets 
of collected documents, if we had them.
Books on oratory, orations, and logic stand now in the recatalogued group. The 
subject of botany, with its pamphlet collection, has been completed. Sets of 
standard authors are finished; also wars of the United States—the revolution, the 
war of 1812, the w'ar with Mexico; a rich collection of English history and descrip­
tion; and an extensive collection of treaties.
Under individual biography the letters A, F, and G are finished. Analytics 
for the set of Columbia University studies in history, economics and public law' 
are completed, and several volumes of pamphlets have been collected, analyzed 
and bound.
During the year there have been added to the library 1,520 volumes by purchase, 
1,293 volumes by exchange, and 1,879 by gift, making a total of 4,692 volumes; 
of pamphlets there were 512 received by purchase, 1,652 by exchange, and 4,328 
by gift, making a total of 11,184 books and pamphlets added to the library in 1930, 
so that at the present time we have 503,830 volumes in the library.
There were 1,580 volumes which were prepared and sent for binding. Besides 
these regular volumes there were more than 235 proclamations, many of them for 
Fast Day and Thanksgiving, which has been in the library for some years. These 
wrere repaired, mounted and bound in six separate volumes.
P. D. 3 r,
P e r i o d ic a l  D e p a r t m e n t
Me 'ir*' now receiving .541 magazines and 07 newspapers, of which 36 are daily 
and 31 weekly.
D o c u m e n t s
The department has received, entered and filed 8/21)8 government publications.
L e g i s l a t i v e  R e f e r e n c e
Ih e  use of the legislative reference rooms during the year has shown a marked 
increase over previous years, there having been an attendance of 1,724 and tele­
phone calls to the number of 81)1). The members of the Legislature and officers of 
State Government are finding their way to these rooms which have been prepared 
for their use. This is as it should be, for we are ready and willing at all times to 
assist these officials in searching for the material and in giving the help which they 
need. The research and reference work has included a great many interesting 
subjects.
This report would not be complete without recording a debt of gratitude to my 
associates on the staff. I t would be impossible to find anywhere a staff with 
finer ambitions, a greater willingness to serve the public, or more loyal to their 
chief. I t is this spirit of friendship, both professional and personal, which has 
made my association with them so pleasant and happy.
A d d i t i o n s
Number of volumes added to the library Dec. 1, 1029. to Nov. 30, 1030:
Hooks
By purchase l,500-f-20 maps, etc.......................................................  1,320
By domestic exchange........................................................................  1,133
Bv foreign exchange............................................................................  160
By gift.................................................................................................... 1,486
Massachusetts state publications ....................................................  393
T o ta l.........................................................................................................  4,692
Pamphlets
By purchase ..................................................................................  .512
By domestic exchange.........................................................................  1,466
By foreign exchange ............................................................................. 186
By gift.................................................................................................... 3,791
Massachusetts state publications..................................................... 337
T o ta l.........................................................................................................  6.4.92
Total for 1929-30 ............................................................................................ 11,184
Previous total .................................................................................................  492,646
Total volumes and pamphlets in library Nov. 30, 1930 .503,830
S u m m a r y
Groups of books catalogued during the year for the new catalogue:
1. All current additions to the library and new continuations for the fiscal year.
This includes current law books; current documents of the United States, 
Great Britain and her dominions; current foreign documents and the gen­
eral book and pamphlet collections.
2. All collective biography.
3. Individual biography, names beginning with A, F, and G.
4. State reports on mines and mining.
5. Metallurgy.
6. State engineer's reports.
7. Reports of boards of registration of engineers, sureveyors, etc.
8. Publications of engineering societies.
1>. D. 36
9. Sets of standard authors.
1 0 . Wars of the United States: the revolution, the war of 1812, the war with
Mexico.
1 1 . Subject of universities and colleges completed.
1 2 . English history and description.
13. The whole collection of treaties.
A total of 15,950 volumes and pamphlets have been catalogued, represented by 
24,857 cards which are supplemented by 4,507 analytics, making in all 29,364 
cards typed and filed during 1929-30.
Tabulation
Volumes and pamphlets catalogued by new plan, Dec. 1 , 1929 ................ 285,796
Volumes and pamphlets catalogued during the year...................................  15,950
Total volumes and pamphlets catalogued Dec. 1, 1930 ................................ 301,740
Less volumes and pamphlets reduced by binding.............................  307
Less volumes and pamphlets discarded .............................................  229
----  590
Net volumes and pamphlets represented in the new catalogue Dec.
1, 1930......................................................................................................................  301,150
Represented by 472,880 cards.
E d w a r d  H. R e d s t o n e ,
State Librarian.
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS IN ACCOUNT WITH STATE
LIBRARY
D ecem ber 1, 1929, t o  N ovember 30, 1930 
Financial Statement
From appropriation of $5,550 for salary of librarian ...........................  $5,550.00
From appropriation  of 38,500 for salaries of staff ...................................  37,748.35
From appropriation of 15,000 for books and binding .........................  *14,700.59
From appropriation of $3,000 for incidental expenses .......................... 2,335.00
From appropriation of $4,500 for storage room No. 50 .......................  4,328.04
T o ta l ...........................................................................................................  $04,702.24
Salary of librarian ....................................................................................  $5,550.00
Salary of assistant librarian................................................. $2,040.00
Salary of head of catalogue departm ent...........................  2,370.00
Salaries of 4 library reference assistants...........................  8,130.00
Salaries of 4 junior library assistants ...............................  4,120.18
Salaries of 10 senior library assistants .............................  15,111.02
Salaries of 3 junior clerks and ty p is ts ...............................  3,076.30
Salary of porter ............................................   1,440.00
Payment of 4 temporary assistants...................................  854.25
---------------- 37,748.35
Purchase of books ..............................................................  $11,100.09
Binding ................................................................................  3,699.50
--------------- 14,799.59
Annual report for 1928-29 ................................................. $28.08
Incidental expenses ............................................................  2,307.58
--------------  2,335.60
Additional stacks in storage room No. 56 .............................................  4,328.64
T o ta l...........................................................................................................  $04,762.24
* Of this sum expenditures to the amount of So were for the year 1928-29 and were paid for with 
money brought forward from the 1928-29 appropriation.
t a b l e  o f  a c c e s s io n s
B o o k s
1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 1925. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930.
By purchase 
Domestic exchange 
Foreign exchange 
Donation
Massachusetts state publications
1,230
1.56"»
205
700
705
1,004 
1,388 
237 
427 
459
1,383
1,431
181
771
421
1,682 
716 
95 
1,651 
416
1,481 
1,022 
230 
1,7 00 
739
1,228 
1,027 
318 
1,489 
579
1,519
1,031
181
2,628
379
1,755 
976 
239 
1,654 
393
1,630 
1,193
190 
1,430 
506
1,532
1,217
200
1,239
349
1,67 ! 
1,070 
199 
1,464 
396
1,829 
1,050 
234 
1,413 
548
1,781 
1,124 
186 
1,857 
318
1,520 
1,133 
160 
1,486
4,411 3,575 4,187 4,560
- ----------- ------- —— ------
5,232 4,041 5,738 5,017 4,949 4,537 4,803 5,074 r>,2«fs 4,692
P a m p h l e t s
_______ 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 1925. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930
By purchase 
Domestic exchange 
Foreign exchange 
Donation
M assachusetts s tate  publications 
Totals
342
1,460
148
1,603
554
234 
1,878 
434 
039 
5 45
176
1.426
195
1,408
615
735
499
68
3,260
824
1,056 
662 
110 
3,1 11 
1,088
389 
619 
120 
2,739 
924 |
372
705
135
9,318
666
306 
1,427 
119
3,161 i
556
431
1,532
173
3,219
718
196 
1,154 
86 
3,946 
760
379
1,221
141
4,181
544
637
1,217
107
3,370
428
599 
1,730 : 
114 
3,488 
433 1
512 
1,466 
186 
3,791 
537
4,107 J 3,730 : 3,820 | 5,386 6,057 4,791 j 11,196 5,569 I 6,073 6,442 6,466 5,7i)9 I 6,364 I 6,492
lo ta l volumes and pamphlets in library, November 30, 1930, 503,830.
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